AMERICAN SKAT
There are five classifications of declarations: solo, tournee
Types of grand, null and ramsch. One of these declarations is made
Declara- by the successful bidder (see Sec. 7 below).
tions       a. Solo: This is  played without using the skat,  the
declarer naming whatever trump he desires.
b.   Tournee: This word means to "turn up." A tournee
hand is weaker than a solo. Trump is named by turning up
either skat card and naming that suit trump. If the player
does not care to have that suit as trump, he must accept
the suit of the second card of the skat as trump. He is not
allowed to change his mind.
c.  Grand: These are hands in which only the 4 jacks are
trumps. Grands are subdivided into four types:
(1)  Grand Solos: The bidder does not use the cards of
the skat.
(2)  Guckser: In this hand, the bidder does use the
skat.
(3)  Grand Tournee: This is really a variation of the
tournee bid (see b above). The bidder may announce
the jacks as trumps if he turns up a jack in the skat.
(4)  Grand Ouvert: The bidder will play with his entire
hand face up on the table and must win every trick.
He does not use the skat. He exposes his hand before
the first lead.
d.  Null (Nullo): This is a declaration in which the bidder
contracts not to win a single trick. There are no trumps
whatsoever in null, and the rank of the cards is as in bridge,
ace   (high),  king,   queen,  jack,  ten, nine,   eight,  seven
(low).
e.  Null Ouvert (Open Nullo): This is a null with the bid-
der's cards face up on the table. He does not use the skat.
He exposes his hand before the first lead.
/. Ramsch: This is a sort of safety play which must be
declared by leader when all three players pass. Each person
plays individually, attempting to take in the least number
of points in counting cards. Jacks are the only trumps. The
player winning the last trick must add the points in the
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